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	1
	Course title
	Clinical Research in Nursing 

	2
	Course number
	0701926

	3
	Credit hours (theory, practical)
	Three credit hours (Theory)

	
	Contact hours (theory, practical)
	

	4
	Prerequisites/corequisites
	Elective course

	5
	Program title
	PhD Nursing

	6
	Program code
	

	7
	Awarding institution 
	University of Jordan

	8
	Faculty
	Postgraduate/Nursing

	9
	Department
	Community Health Nursing

	10
	Level of course 
	Graduate studies

	11
	Year of study and semester (s)
	Graduate studies (PhD students, Second Semester) (Master students, 4th semester) 2nd semester 2017-2018

	12
	Final Qualification
	

	13
	Other department (s) involved in teaching the course
	

	14
	Language of Instruction
	English

	15
	Date of production/revision
	2nd semester 2017-2018


16. Course Coordinator: 
	Name: Jafar Alshraideh, PhD

Office numbers: School of Nursing/ 1st floor (Office # 129)

Office hours: 12-2 Sundays & Tuesdays 

Phone numbers: 5355000, Ext. 23129

Email addresses: jalasad@ju.edu.jo 


17.  Other instructors: 
	Office numbers, office hours, phone numbers, and email addresses should be listed.



18. Course Description: 
	As stated in the approved study plan.
This course provides an overview of clinical research methods, including various clinical research designs appropriate for studying health care phenomena. The course will focus on utilizing clinical nursing research in the development of nursing knowledge. The student will be introduced to quantitative clinical methods of nursing research and will have the chance to develop research proposal in his/her own area of specialty


19. Course aims and outcomes: 
	A- Course Aims:

1. The course aims at introducing the students to the advanced clinical research concepts and process in nursing and the health profession. The steps of the clinical research process will be discussed and reviewed with special emphasis in building the nursing students’ abilities in utilizing the results of clinical nursing research in developing the area of education, practice, and building the body of nursing knowledge.

2.  This course provides a foundation for reading, interpreting, and understanding clinical research in nursing. Students will be given adequate training to develop a research proposal, gain an appreciation for the scientific methods, and the principles of clinical research design as applied to a health problem.

3. Clinical research provides an important and solid source of information about health problems, including lifestyle-related illnesses and access to care for underprivileged populations. Students will experience the logical rigor required in data collection, analysis, and reporting. 

4. Students will become familiar with large scale clinical research in health. Students will learn to utilize available sources of clinical research data. They will also learn cost-effective means for conducting clinical research in health. 

B- Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs): Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:

	1. Knowledge and Understanding

1.1 Discuss four major goals for conducting clinical research.

1.2 Recall the historic events in the development of clinical nursing research.

1.3 Identify sources of nursing research problem.

1.4 List the major steps in the clinical research process.

	2.
Intellectual Analytical and Cognitive Skills

2.1 Compare broad purposes for conducting clinical research.
2.2 Trace the development of ethical codes and guidelines.

2.3 Appreciate the role of institutional review boards in conducting clinical nursing research. 



	3.
Subject/ Specific/ Practical Skills

3.1 Identify sources of nursing research problem.
3.2 Determine priority areas for clinical nursing research
3.3 Analyze the defining characteristics of an RCT significance, study questions, and hypotheses setting

3.4 Demonstrate ability in analyzing  a written literature of a clinical research
3.5 Synthesize literature content of a clinical research
3.6 Compare and contrast methods appropriate for use clinical research
3.7 Recognize the importance of the concept “Rigor and Validity”  in clinical research
3.8 Demonstrate ability to estimate sample and population in clinical research

3.9 Demonstrate an in depth understanding of  measurement concept in clinical research

3.10 Compare and contrast statistical methods appropriate for use in clinical research

	4.
Creativity /Transferable Key Skills/Evaluation

4.1  Apply the major steps of the clinical research process to conduct a clinical research in nursing.

4.2  Critique clinical research reports according to the major steps of the scientific research.

 


 20. Topic Outline and Schedule:
	week
	Topic

	Achieved ILOs
	Evaluation methods
	Presenters 
	References

	1st week


	Introduction & review to the course contents, assignments & syllabus
	
	
	Jafar Alshraideh
	

	2nd week 


	· Introduction to Clinical Trials.

· Clinical trials phases
	1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

2.1
	Midterm exam, assignments, and final project
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 1

	3rd week


	· Ethical issues in clinical research

· Individualized research report (1)
	2.2

2.3
	Midterm exam, assignments, and final project
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 2

	4th week


	· What is the Question 


	3.1

3.2

3.3
	Midterm exam, assignments, and final project
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 3

	5th week


	· Study population

	3.6
	Midterm exam, assignments, and final project
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 4 & 10

	6th week 


	· Basic study design 

· First assignment due (chapter 1)
	3.7
	Midterm exam, assignments, and final project
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 5

	7th week


	· The Randomization Process
	3.8
	Midterm exam, assignments, and final project
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 6 

	8th week


	· Blinding in clinical trials.

· 2nd assignment due (chapter 2)
	3.8
	Midterm exam, assignments, and final project
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 7

	9th week


	· Midterm exam (11-12MD)

· Baseline assessment 
	3.9
	assignments, and final project
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 9



	10th week


	· Recruitment of study participants
	
	
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 10

	11th week


	· Data collection & quality control
	
	
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 11



	12th week


	· Assessment and reporting of Harm
	
	
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 12

	13th week
	· Participant Adherence 

· Survival analysis

· 3rd assignment due (chapter 3)
	3.10
	assignments, and final project
	Jafar Alshraideh
	Chapter 14

Chapter 15

	Week 14
	· Reporting & interpretation of results 
	3.10
	assignments, and final project
	Student presentation: 
	Chapter 20


21. Teaching Methods and Assignments: 
	The course is designed for graduate nursing students. It is assumed that the participants are self-motivated and mature learners who would be self-directed for the most part of the course. Critical thinking should form the umbrella under which all course activities would fall. Development of ILOs is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods to enhance the learning experience of the participants:

Clinical research reports 

Group discussion 

Selected self readings 

Written assignments 

Student’s presentations 

Interactive lectures

Guest speakers

Use of electronic resources (Internet & databases) 


22. Evaluation Methods and Course Requirements: 
	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the ILOs are provided through the following assessment methods and requirements:

Midterm Exam                                                                    30% @ 20 March 2018
Final Individual research project                                        30% @ 15 April 2018

Weekly Research Assignments                                            40%

· Weekly assignment: Bring a recent trial published every week on any health related issue. Discuss and report how the concepts addressed in the related chapter for the week are addressed in the reported trial. Submission will be in the form of annotated paper (the article + short discussion of the issues)




23. Course Policies:
	A- Attendance Policy:

Attendance is expected. Arrival on time is expected. Students who miss more than seven class hours with or without excuse will be dismissed from the course automatically. (See the university policies regarding absence).

B-Cell Phone Policy:
Cell phones should be turned off during class time. Disruption of class by ringing cell phones and cell phone conversations is inconsiderate of fellow students and faculty.

C-Academic Integrity:
Work submitted to the course faculty is assumed to be an expression of original ideas by the student. All students in this course are expected to adhere to university standards of academic integrity. Appropriate citation of the intellectual property of other authors is expected. Cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty will neither be accepted nor tolerated. This includes, but is not limited to, consulting with another person during an exam, turning in written work that was prepared by someone other than you, and making minor modifications to the work of someone else and turning it in as your own. Ignorance will not be permitted as an excuse. If you are not sure whether something you plan to submit would be considered either cheating or plagiarism, it is your responsibility to ask for clarification.

D-Submitting Papers and Communications:

Contact by an email is highly encouraged and preferred. 

Other than contacts by an email, contacts should take place during announced office hours and/or ONLY by appointment. 

Contact on phones, either office number or personal cell is not allowed.

Any submitted paper should be edited for grammar, punctuation, clarity, and spelling. A percentage of the points for the papers will be allocated to format, spelling, and grammar. I will return written comments on papers submitted as it is ready. 
            You have to submit all assignments in paper format. Please make sure the document is stapled 
              or clipped. 
              May assignments will be sent through e mail. therefore, please make sure  you have valid e   

              mail.

E- Participation and Educational Guidelines:
Each student must recognize that he/she bears the primary responsibility for his/her education. Classroom participation provides an opportunity to both refine your thinking and to practice expressing your ideas. Students are expected to prepare for lectures by reading the assigned materials and reviewing relevant materials. It is assumed that students will have read and thought about assigned materials before class. That is, you should at least have skimmed through them even if you don't understand them. Having documents for the session will be very helpful in following along with the material that is taught in the course. An internet access is highly encouraged.

Students are expected to attend all classes and ask questions as necessary. Successful learning in this course depends upon regular reading, studying, and class attendance. Absenteeism and missing sessions may hurt you significantly if you do not keep pacing with the course materials.

The discussions will be utilized in this course extensively. A constructive contribution helps to move the discussion forward. NONE will be penalized for floating an idea that others debunk. I encourage you to think critically, to challenge your classmates without showing disrespect, and to put forward your own ideas for consideration by others.

Students are encouraged to seek faculty assistance when they are having difficulty with content or with a specific skill. Seek help early. Don’t wait until you are too deeply in trouble to bail yourself out. Office hours are listed on my office door and I am also available in appointments. Students are encouraged to talk with faculty on an individual basis if they want to explore specific content in more depth than is possible in class.

F- Grading policy:

A grade of (B) is the minimum passing grade for this course (see also conversion Table in Item 22).

Grade Points
Grade
4

A
3.75

A-
3.5

B+
3

B
2.75

B-
2.5

C+
2

C
1.75

C-
G- Available university services that support achievement in the course:

In addition, when attending the theory class, each student is expected to bring with him/her an up-to-date journal article focuses on the topic of concern for the class in that day. This article will be discussed with the class and kept with the student. Check on this activity will be on random bases; however failure to present an article when requested by the course coordinator will affect participation.

However, students are expected to refer to the most recent texts and Journals in the area and to specialized web sites on the Internet. Moreover, almost all related Journals have their own cites on the Internet. Some of these Journals will require payment to view full text articles, however, most of them will give access to the abstract. Also there are many web-based databases that allow free access to literature search and literature citations. Among those databases and the most commonly used by nurses are the CINAHL and the Medline or PubMed. The University of Jordan is currently subscribing to electronic access of a list of journals that can be accessed through the university's network on http://e-library (CINAHL with full text can be accessed through this site).




24. Required equipment:
	1. Reference book and up to date materials



25. References: 
	References

A- Required book (s), assigned reading and audio-visuals:

· Friedman LM, Furberg CD, and DeMets DL. Reboussin DM & Granger CB. Fundamentals of Clinical Trials. 5th Edition. 2015 http://tinyurl.com/n7t6bcx. Springer.

B- Recommended books, materials, and media:

· Leslie Gross Portney & Mary P. Watkins, (2013) Foundations of Clinical Research: Pearson New International Edition: Applications to Practice, 3/E, Pearson. ISBN-13: 9781292020365

· Polit, D. & Beck, C. (2017). Nursing Research: generating and assessing evidence for nursing practice, 10th Edition. Lippincott Williams and Wilkins. Philadelphia
· Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). (2010). Washington,


DC.

Suggested Readings

Recommended Journals

For good research articles, please refer to the following journals available at the Center for Educational Development or the Main library. This list is non-conclusive.

· Nursing Research

· Applied Nursing Research

· Clinical Nursing Research

· Western Journal of Nursing Research

· Educational Review- Researching Health Issues in Education

· Advances in Nursing Science

· Image: The Journal of Nursing Scholarship

· International Journal of Nursing Studies

Recommended databases

· https://clinicaltrials.gov/ 

· Sage Journals

· Ovid Journals

· Springer link Journals

· EBSCO Host data base

· A-Z periodical Journals

· PubMed data base

· Cochrane Library

· ProQuest dissertation and Thesis link data base 




26. Additional information:
	


Name of Course Coordinator: -Jafar Alshraideh       Signature: ------------------------- Date: --4 Feb. 2018- Head of curriculum committee/Department: ------------------------- Signature: ---------------------------------

Head of Department: ------------------------- Signature: ---------------------------------

Head of curriculum committee/Faculty: ------------------------- Signature: ---------------------------------

Dean: ------------------------------------------- -Signature: ---------------------------------
Copy to:


Head of Department









Assistant Dean for Quality Assurance
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